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2008 Waccamaw Conference & River Roast South Upcoming Events
Saturday, March 1st Plesse go to www.WinyahRivers.org
for more information
T he 8th annud Waccamaw Conferenceis just around the corner, on Saturday, March March 1
1st. Jointly sponsored by Winyah Rivers Foundation and the Sierra Club-Winyah Waccamaw Conference &
Group, this conference brings together concerned citizens to learn more about our river River Roast South
resources and the activities necessary to protect them. Experts will provide uswith in-
formation on the current stete of our rivers that have the potentid to impact our river March 14
resources, induding drinking water, recregtiona uses and our native plant and anima Premi ere screening of
life. Come learn about contaminants, like bacteria and mercury, that impact our safe use| | Grand Canyon Adventure: River at Risk
of theriver, dimae change and its potentid for impact on our rivers, the vd ue of wet- At IMAX 3D Theatre
lands and efforts to protect the resources they provide as water filtration systems, stor- _—
age cgpacity for flooding and diverse floraand fauna, use of rain barrels and ran gar- March 29
dens for stormwaet er pollution protection, and more. T his year’ s conferenceis a must River Clean up - Conway
for anyone and everyone concerned about protecting our beauti ful Waccamaw River! -_—
(Seetheinsert for registration and information) April 22
After the conference, join us a Kimble Lodge, on the property known as Hobcaw Bar- Earth Day
ony in Georgetown, for River Roast South! Our friend and |ongti me supporter, Bob —_—
Mimms of Litchfiedd Beach Fish House, will cater the menu of steamed oysters, chicken May 3
'Fl)'i'lajh and dl thefixins. Live entertainment will be provided by theblues band Mr. T oo River Clean up - Hwy 9 Landing
Ight
Comejoin usfor food, fun and fdlowship beginning at 5pm!

RiverTalk
By Christine Ellis Waccamaw Riverkeeper

As you know, Winyah Rivers Foundaion, and the Waccamaw Riverkespe® Pro-
gram, is a proud member of Waerkegper® Alliance, the internationa organization dedicaed
to protecting Your water from pollution The Waterkegper® Alliance licenses our use of the
term “ Riverkegper®” and supports the ever growing community of “ kepers” worldwide At s
last count, we are 172 locd programs and growing!

When Winyah Rivers Foundation was formed, we received a greet ded of assistance
from Waerkegper® Alliance. In paticular, Rick Dove, formerly the Neuse Riverkegper and
currently Waterkeeper Liaison, Litigation Assistant, and Honorary member of the Board of
Directors of Waterkeeper® Alliance, and Donna Lisenby, the Catavba Riverkesper and a
member of the Board of Directors of Waterk egper® Alliance, provided agrea ded of support and encouragement. T hey continue to
do so tothisday, asdo themany fine folks & Waerkegper® Alliance and in thelocd programs.

In my role as Waccamaw Riverkesper, | work most dosdy with those* keepers” whose watersheds are located in the Caro-
linas. We are a strong group and working together have developed partnerships which strengthen each of our programs and the
group as a whole There ae a totd of 13 locad programs in the Carolinas with two recent additions the Upper Waauga
Riverkesper® Program, heedquartered in Boone, NC, and the Yadkin Riverkegper® Program, headquartered in Wingon-Saem, NC.
We come to both of these new programs!

| am pleased to announce that, under the leadership of Donna Lisenby, Waerkespers® Carolina has been formed, represent-
ing the" keepear” programs of both North and South Carolina After a decade as the Caawba Riverkegper, Donna Lisenby is step-
ping away from this role and assuming two new roles; one as the Upper Watauga Riverkeeper; and the other as the head of
Waterkegpears® Caroling, acodition of Carolina* kegpers’ building on the synergy of thelocd programs and developing aregion-
wide emphasis on water protections. T his more formaized association will enable each of thelocd “ kegper” programs in the
Caolinas to become even more powerful in our protection and preservation of our locd watersheds. Congratulaions to Donna
Helo Waterkeepers® Carolina



Bird of Prey
By Gay M. Phillips, Research Specidist
Burroughs & Chgpin Center for Marine & Wetlands Studies

As it makes its way from Lake Waccamaw to Winyah Bay, theWaccamaw River and
associaed floodplan provide habitat for adiverse array of organisms. Some are
unique and littleknown species that incorporae the river’ s name into their own:
Waccamaw spike, darter, killifish, and crayfish. Some better known but equaly rare
species tha make use of the Waccamaw are categorized among the Class Aves, the
group of organisms we cdl birds. A rare black and white paterned bird tha can be
seen dong the Waccamaw in spring and summer isthe Swdlow-taled Kite A state
endangered speci es in SC, Swallow-tailed kites reach the northernmost limit of ther
North American breeding range dong the Waccamaw in Horry County. While
hummingbirds are the masters of flight, dl of the kite spe-
des are masters of the wind. A medium-sized rgptor about
24" in length with afour foot wingspan and an unmistak-
able shape, Swalow-taled kites are the epitome of their
group. Rardy moving their wings and usng dmost imper-
ceptible movements of their namesak e tals, these degant
birds of prey gracefully soar and swoop adove theriver
floodplans and adjacent agriculturd fieds or open aress as
they forage primarily for dragonflies and other insect prey. As arare and vulnerable
species throughout its North American range, Swalow-tailed kites are of signifi cant
conserv aion interest and concern. These wonderful creatures begin to gopear in SC in
ealy to mid-March and remain thru mid-August. If you should beso fortunate as to
observe one or more of these amazing birds, plesse take the time to report the date,
time and location of your sighting, ether on-line a http://

swallowtal.international birdsofprey.org/ or cdl the STKI Hotline toll-free & 1-888-
296-4732.

New Board Member

Dwight Fee and his wife, Mary Jo, moved to Murrdls Inlet from | |
Anngpolis MD in 2000, just in imeto atend the very first Win-
yah Rivers Conference. Dwight became a consultant to founder
Joy Pinson, facilitating early meetings of the board. Heisa
graduae of Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, and received gradu-
aetraining in organization deve opment from George Washing-
ton University in DC. He consultsto organizations in strategic
planning, leadership deve opment and team building. He con-
sulted to the Maryland Department of Neturd Resources for five [ = =

years before rdocation. Dwight is one of the founders of the Georgetown Conservation
Committee for the Winyah Group. An active canoeist and sailor, hesays, “ The Wac-
camaw River is the reason they cdl this pace paradise” (www.DwightFee com)

Wecome Crystal

Accordingto
South Carolina's
Association of Nonprofit
Organizations’ (SCANPO)
Guiding Principles &
Best Practices,

Crystd Cascherajoined (s
Winyah Rivers Founda S
tion on January 2, 2008
& a part-time assistant
to theWaccamaw Riverkeeper. Her
initia duties will focus on membership,
newsl etter, website upgrades and mainte-
nance. Crystd isanew resident to Con-
way. Shewas apart of an environmenta
group in Canada. Please contact her i f
you have any suggestions. Shelooks
forward to being a part of the Wac-
camaw Riverkeeper® Program and Win-
yah Rivers Foundation.

“People are a nonprofits
most essentia asset”

THANK YOU TO ALL OF
OUR WONDERFUL
VOLUNTEERS!

The power of endowment

By donaingto theWinyah Rivers
Foundation’ sendowment fund, sup-
porters make a lasting contribution to
the ongoing success of the organi zation.
T here are many way's to contribute.
Making gifts of gppred aed stocks, red
estate, or life insurance policies repre-
sent just afew of
the ways you can
paticipatein
growing the fund
that will benefit
the Waccamaw Riverk egper® program
in perpetuity. There are tax benefits,
too. Direct your questionsto 843-357-
GIVE (4483). Leave a legacy.

=
WACCAMAW
Lommuinty Poundation

Also, check out WCF s Community
Wish List a www.waccamawcf.org, an
initiative to connect donor interests with
community needs. We are on thelist.

WRF Has Received a Donation
In Honor of
Scott Jordon Fraom Sheley Ridaut

PHOTO CONTEST
Winyah Rivers Foundation & The
Horry Independent are sponsoring a
Photo Contest. See our website for
information.

Winyah Bay Heritage Festival

Thankstodl who stopped by our table
a the Winyah Bay Heritage Festival!
We had agreat turnout, lotsof ques-
tions and comments about our program
and severd people sad “ thank you” for
watching over the watershed. We
would dso liketo say “thank you* to
everyone who he ped.!

Thank you
Ogorey Marina
for your support as

BugnessDefender




Waccamaw Riverkeeper ®Program Issue Update
See www. WinyahRivers.org. for more information

Spring Gardeners:

Say “NO” to Cypress Mulch

The cypress mulch industry is destroy-
ing Louisiand's forested wetlands for
chegp garden mulch deverly marketed a
garden supply stores. | beieve that gar-
deners will stop using cypress mulch
when presented with the facts @out the
cypress mulch industry. The cypress
mulch industry destroys wetlands that
protect coastd Louisiana from hurri-
canes. Cypress wetlands absorb excess
water like a sponge, controlling flood
height and speed. These wetlands save
lives and prevent the destruction of
coastd cities. Cortrary to popular
bdief, cypress mulch is not as effective
as other mulches. Only the ‘ heartwood’
from mature cypress tress is rot and ter-
mite resistant. The young trees now be-
ing cut to feed the growing cypress
mulch industry do not have these qudi-
ties. Please say NO to cypress mulch.

Ad Hoc Committee Addressing River/
Wetland Protections — Citizens raised their
concerns regarding impacts associated with
devel opment dong the Waccamaw River to
Horry County’ s gppointed/dected officids.
As a result, we were asked to recommend
actions to Horry County’ s Infrastructure and
Regulation Committee to address their con-
cans. Working with CCU’s Waccamaw
Watershed Academy, we proposed an Ad
Hoc Committee, formed of locd stake
holders, who will discuss and recommend
actions to provide for protections to our
water quaity and naturd resources. Horry
County’ s Stormwater Manager and Storm-
water Advisory Board (SWAB) have taken
on this initigtive. A Steering Committee
has been established. Invitaions to serve
have been sent to form the full Committee
whose purpose is to fadlitate responsible
growth by devedoping proactive, unified
solutions tha protect our rivers and wet-
lands.

Coal-Fired Power Plants and Mercury
Contamination—We janed forces with the
Caolina keepers to oppose permitting the
expansion of an existing cod-fired power
plant in NC and a proposed plant onthe
Great Pee Dee River in SC. The Carolinas
are dready suffering from the impacts of
harmful leves of mercury in our states
waers.

D.C. CIRCUIT COURT DECLARES
EPA’S MERCURY RULE ILLEGAL

The U.S. Court of Appeds for DC has in-
veidated a pair of EPA rules that would
have dlowed cod -fired power plants to
overwhem waterways, fish and communi-
ties with harmful levels of mercury for dec-
ades to come The Court found EPA’s 2005
rules removing power plants from the Clean
Air Act’ s list of toxic sources and cregting
an anemic “ cgp and trade’ regulaory
scheme to bein violation of the Act.

Two Founders Retire

By Vdeie Maliterno

Joy Pinson, whose hirthday is Christmas Day, is oneof the founding "mothers’ of Winyah Rivers Foundation Her name refl ect s her
goproach to life. Sheis aMyrtleBeach native, graduated from Myrtle Beach High School and atended Queens College where she
has just received an environmentd award, but graduated from UNC, Chgpd Hill. Joy Brown's grandfather was a strawberry farmer
in Chadbourne, NC, ingrumenta in the establishment of Coastd Federd Bank. Shehas seen the vast incresse from locd tourism to
internationd tourism and the growth of Myrtle Beach from a farming community to what it istoday. Joy does nat jus see the envi-
ronment from Myrtle Beach but from the west coast too. She lived in Santa Barbara, Cdifornia for many years with her two sons.
Joy is very inerested in preserving our beauti ful Waccamaw as wdl as the rest of the environment. She designed her house onthe
water in Murrdls Inlet. The house incorporates "green” design with geothermad hegting and ar conditioning. Joy and Joe, abido-
gist, have been married for eight years. After serving the Foundation for nearly eight years, from an acorn of an ideato today, heis
taking leave of the board but not leaving WRF.

By Joy Pinson

| met Barbara Postles through the Sierra Club during the time she was serving as the statewide Chair (1994-1996). Following that,
Barb served as the Chair of Sierra Club’ s Atlantic Coast Ecoregion Task Force for 7 years. During that time, Barb drove down from
her homein Columbiatotak tothe Executive Committee of the Winyah Group of Sierrra Club about starting an effort to protect the
Waccamaw River and its watershed. | was amember of the Winyah Group Executive Committee & that time, and themesating took
place around the dining table & my home* Buckeye’ in Murrdls Inlet. Barbara sparked our interest in protecting our river and, as
Chair of the Task Force, she was largdy responsible for the genesis of the Waccamaw River and Waershed Protection Campagn
which eventudly led to the formation of Winyah Rivers Foundation We were most fortunate to have Barbarajoin uson theBoard
of Directors. Her depth of experience in grassroots organi zetiond management has been invauable

By ChristineEllis

| want to express my dncere gopreciation for the efforts of Bill Martin, Joy Finson and Barb Postleswho served as volunteers on the
Board of Directors and have recently retired. Bill Martin, of Pawley’ s Island, has been a strong supporter of the organizetion, both
as avolunteer and as aBoard member. He has taken leave of the Board but remains a steadfast supporter and, as an active outdoor
enthusiast, he continues to parol ourlocd waterways on his kayak or powerboat. Joy Pinson, of Murrdls Inlet, served as the Found-
ing President and continued to serve on the Board and be intimatdy invdved inits activities until recently. Joy istruly a“ Guardian
of the Environment” and remains committed to our misson. Barb Postles, of Columbia, served on the Board since the inception of
Winyah Rivers Foundation and dso has been intimaey involved initsactivities until recently. Both Joy and Barb have taken leave
of the Board but their legacy remains. My heartfdt thanks to Bill, Joy and Barb for their contributions to Winyah Rivers Foundation
and the Waccamaw Riverkeeper Program and especidly for their support of my activities as Waccamaw Riverkeeper.
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Winyah Rivers Foundation is a501 (c) (3) non-profit organi zation.
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The Boawd
Richard Moore, President, Conway
Judy Ellis Vice-President, Myrtle Beach
Vdeie Moliterno, Secretary, Myrtle Beach
Peter Macintyre, Treasurer, Murrdls Inlet
Reggie Daves, Conway
Dwight Fee, Murrdls Inlet
Bill Marsh, Conway
Greg Mitchdl, Surfside Beach
Hut Moody, Myrtle Beach
David Scott, Lake Waccamaw, NC
Becky Westhrooks, Chadbourne, NC

Waccamaw R iverkeeper®
Christine Ellis

Assistant to Waccamaw River keeper®
Crydd Caschera
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